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Some 125 Members of Parliament risk losing their seats for 
repeatedly absenting themselves beyond the limit that the 
Constitution allows. 

Odekro, an advocacy platform that seeks to promote 
transparency, accountability and democratic governance 
through citizen action and engagement with relevant 
government agencies, has written to the Speaker of Parliament 
demanding that 125 seats be declared vacant because the 
occupants vacated their post. 

In a letter dated December 2 2015, the group listed the names of 125 out of the 275 MPs, who it says 
are in breach of Article 97(1) (c) of the Constitution. 

The figure represents 45.2%, or nearly half of all Members of Parliament who were absent for at least 
fifteen days or more between January 2013 and July 2014. 

The list has the names of MPs from both the National Democratic Congress (NDC) and the opposition 
New Patriotic Party (NPP). Those on the list of the absentee MPs include ministers of state and 
deputies. 

Some of the names include MP for Dome-Kwabena Adwoa Safo, Papa Owusu Ankomah, MP for 
Sekondi, MPfor North Tongu and Deputy Education Minister in charge of Tertiary, Samuel Okudjeto 
Ablakwa, MP for Bekwai, Joseph Osei Wusu, Alhaji Inusah Fuseini, Tamale Central MP and Minister for 
Roads and Highways, Foreign Affairs Minister and Awutu Senya-West MP, Hannah Tetteh, Abuakwa 
South MP, Samuel Atta-Kyea and Mark Wayongo, Navrongo Central MP and Interior Minister among 
others. 

Odekro is by the letter asking the Speaker to declare the seats of the identified MP’s vacant if they have 
failed to offer reasonable explanations for their absence to the Committee on Privileges. 

According to Odekro, the Constitution stipulates that if these 125 MPs are unable to provide “reasonable 
explanations” for their absence to the Parliamentary Committee on Privileges, they must vacate their 
seats. 




Follow Us 

®QQ®Q&Q 

U The duckling does not see itself as the swan 
that floats majestically by 

By: Nana Adjoa Boahemaa ?? 

More Quotes | Submit Quote 

One Question Site Survey 

IT TAKES ONLY SECONDS TO ANSWER BELOW 

Which of the following storage device brands have you 
heard of? 

SELECT U P TO 5 AN SW ERS 

□ Amazon Cloud Drive 

_| WD My Cloud or WD My Cloud Mirror 

_| Apple iCIoud 

_| Synology Diskstation 

_| Dropbox 

( VOTE TO SEE RESULTS ) 

POWERED BY VIZU VIEW PRIVACY POLICY 




Popular 



Comments 



De Villiers To Keep Wicket Against 
England 




England Seek Answers On South 
Africa Cricket Tour 




Npp Nec Decides Fate Of Kwabena 
Agyepong, Sammy Crabbe Today 




Auditor-general Loses Mother 



Diaries Of An Oguaa Fisherman: A 
H| 1 2 Year Old Pregnant Girl In Oye 

Huawei Refurbishes Children's 
Library 





Kt Hammond: I Have Nothing 
Against Tsatsu Tsikata 



Odekro says if nothing is heard from the Speaker of Parliament in 15-days, they will go to court to pray 
for an order to declare the seats vacant. 
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It said “If the court order is granted and/or the Speaker declares these seats vacant, the practical result 
would be that many of the MPs who were recently re-elected by the NDC and NPP as Parliamentary 
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125 MPs Risk Losing Seats For Absenteeism 

candidates will have to contest by-elections to retain their seats, before the general election in 
November 2016.” 

Odekro seeks to empower communities and marginalized populations to promote transparency, 
accountability and democratic governance through citizen action and engagement with relevant 
government agencies. Specifically, the intervention will focus on the Parliament/Legislature of Ghana. 
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Odekro says its aim is to monitor the activities of parliament for the benefit of national development. 



“Our goal is to harness technology in order to create a national platform for promoting transparency and 
popular participation by providing public online access to Bills, Motions, and Parliamentary debates 
(Hansards). 



Odekro believes that parliament remains a crucial engine for the country’s democracy. 



“While the majority of its workings, votes, motions, committees take place in the open, too often, 
information that’s technically available is difficult to find, access and use. This independent, non- 
governmental platform aims to make some of that information more easily accessible.” 
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